


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 4th DECEMBER 2025 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors R McNamara (Chairman) I Suter (Vice-Chairman) (IS)  R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy (MP) K Ridout (KR), R White (RW) the Clerk D Green. 
In addition, there were four members of the public present. 
1100. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Unitary Councillor Murcer.
1101  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1102.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2025 were approved.
1103. MATTERS ARISING
· Recreation Ground & Augustan Avenue CCTV systems – at a meeting with Partnership Security it was suggested that the PC:
· installs an additional camera of the Recreation Ground, focussed on the main gate entrance and adjoining house wall, with tracking enabled on the PTZ camera. 
· nn additional camera at Augustan Avenue focussed on School entrance and footpath and a replacement for a damaged camera.
· These proposals were unanimously AGREED
· Crime/Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)- It was noted that an e-scooter riding illegally on the public road was recently stopped by Dorset Police and further action has been taken. There have been no further reports the use of these on the roads
Cllr Suter had received a request from a resident to reconsider the idea of mini football goals on the spare ground near Augustan Avenue play area, following recent disturbances. It was also been suggested that signage indicating that ball games cannot be played on the road could be considered. Cllr Suter agreed to consult residents and report back to the PC. 
· NiCE data partnership with Devon, Cornwall and Dorset Police – the Parish Council has been invited to register its CCTV systems on a data management sharing system for the purposes of crime investigation. It was AGREED to proceed with this idea, which should improve Police co-operation and increase the speed of investigation
· Business banking operations – reserve funds have now been transferred to the PC’s main bankers
1104 PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson raised several issues:
Holloway Lane – poor condition of the road surface. This has been worsened by Wessex Water tankers recently visiting the sewage works; it seems as though a tanker could nor proceed under the bridge and tanks had to be dragged along the road causing further damage. Wessex Water have apparently agreed to make some improvements in February 2026. There is a concern though that the road will be in poor condition when the bee-keepers event at the new training centre is held in January 2026. Cllr Pomeroy noted that Dorset Highways have no responsibility for the road beyond the bridge. An enquiry will be made with County Farms as to whether they have any capacity for making improvements. 
Holy Rood Church – the knave is being damaged by encroaching roots from a birch tree. An application to fell the tree has been submitted. Work on the roof will start in the Spring
Trailway AGM – there is a plan to extend the Trailway from Spetisbury to Sturminster Marshall which involves crossing the A350, possibility using lights to control the traffic. 
1105. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer was unable to attend due to other commitments and a report had not been received. . 
1106. FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT
Graham Rans had submitted a written report concerning a broken latch – Cllr leadbeater reported that this had now been repaired
1107. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Drainage at the Recreation Ground/Trailway
The Council noted that there has not been any waterlogging of the Recreation Ground or in Honeysuckle Gardens/Hine Town Lane and  expressed Thanks to Cllr Pomeroy for all his work to improve watercourse drainage situation on the Trailway and in the Recreation Ground. Cllr Pomeroy is awaiting information from Dorset Council concerning landowners riparian responsibilities. 
Highways 
Dorset Highways have agreed to look at the pedestrian crossing formula based on updated traffic flow data, in order to advise whether the criteria for a crossing can now be met. The Chair raised the question of whether SID data could be used to support a new survey request. 
Road marking refreshment is likely to be delayed until the resurfacing of the road has taken place in 2026. 
Portman Hall
Cllr Harwood noted that work on a new kitchen will commence in the New Year. The question of a dishwasher is under consideration.  The recent Christmas Fair raised £515.91 plus card receipts. 
Cllr Ridout reported that the Memories of Shillingstone Society would be holding an event on 9th March 2026.
1108. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN PROCESS
Cllr McNamara advised that she would not be standing for election as Chairman in 2026. 
The Clerk confirmed:
· No there’s no legal limit to the number of terms someone can serve as Chairman – it is an annual election and if anyone wishes to nominate themselves or be nominated the usual process for casting votes takes place.  

· There is no defined process in terms of declaring an interest in becoming Chairman. Councillors may have informal conversations with whoever they wish prior to the election taking place

· Nomination & voting takes place as the first event of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – which will be held on 7th May 2026.
Cllr Suter suggested that that consideration should be given to limiting the number of terms a Councillor could serve as Chairman; this would require an amendment to the Parish Councils Standing Orders. The Clerk noted that the current Standing Orders follow the National Association of Local Councils model orders.  This subject will be re-visited at a future meeting. 
1109. WAR MEMORIAL COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITY
Cllr Leadbeater offered to take responsibility for War Memorial issues. It was noted that poppies had been attached to speed limiter signs in 2025 – it should be noted that this is not permissible. 
1110. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFRESHMENT UPDATE
The Council unanimously agreed to approve the: 
a.	Modifications Statement
b.	Consultation Statement
c.	That the Planning sub-group can continue with next steps for SNP without continuous recourse to the council.

It was noted that there has been a 5-month delay to the progress of the new plan due to the time spent on consideration of the Local Plan. 

1111. CORONATION CUP ARRANGEMENTS
Cllr Suter confirmed that voting inserts are in the current Parish Magazine, there are ballot boxes in the Co-op, the Garage and in the Old Ox. The Cup will be awarded by the Vicar at the ‘Carols at The Pub’ event to be held on Wednesday 17th December at 6 pm. 
1112. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no new applications.
1113. FINANCES
i)       Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	Reason

	03/11/2025
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £ 466.66 
	Mowing

	10/11/2025
	David Green
	 £   49.20 
	Expenses

	13/11/2025
	The Portman Hall
	 £ 240.00 
	2025 Hall hire

	17/11/2025
	Wessex Internet Limited
	 £      1.20 
	Wi-fi access charges

	17/11/2025
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	 £ 270.00 
	Mowing/strimming

	18/11/2025
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	 £      4.62 
	Service charge

	19/11/2025
	Dorset Association of Parish
	 £   75.00 
	Fresh Start event 

	19/11/2025
	Partnership Security Limited
	 £ 144.00 
	Cricket Club CCTV 

	19/11/2025
	Partnership Security Limited
	 £ 144.00 
	AA CCTV 

	21/11/2025
	SSE
	 £   48.71 
	CCTV electricity

	24/11/2025
	Elisabeth Brecknock
	£   160.00
	Cleaning

	25/11/2025
	SSE
	£    110.34
	Pavilion Electricity

	25/11/2025
	Water 2 Business
	£   968.44
	Summer water - Pavilion

	28/11/2025
	G Northover & Sons Limited
	 £   111.77 
	Calor gas bottle

	28/11/2025
	Defib Store Limited
	 £   246.00 
	Old Ox defib battery

	28/11/2025
	David Green
	 £   852.49 
	November 2025 pay



The charge for water usage over the summer has been referred to the Cricket Club – consumption has been 300% greater than the previous 2 years, which has averaged 75 units per year. The Cricket Club has been asked to make a substantive contribution to this cost.
ii) Clerks Expenses – expenses of £ £33.00 were approved
1114. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

Debris in the parking area of the car-park has not been removed despite a request to the Cricket Club.

1115. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:
	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	25/11/2025
	Dorset Council Policy Unit
	Briefing on English Devolution and Community Empowerment Bill & the Wessex Partnership

	26/11/2025
	DAPTC
	Dorset Council Asset Listing



1116. PARISH MAGAZINE

Cllr Suter agreed to write the next article for the Parish Magazine. 

1117. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Precept confirmation
· Neighbourhood Plan update
· Augustan Avenue improvements & signage issue

1118. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 8th January 2025 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.10 pm



